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Salvete, MassJCLers!
I give you all a very warm wel-
come to MassJCL’s 60th annual 
State Convention. Four years 
ago, when I attended my first 
State Convention, the one thing 
I remember needing more of was 
time. These next few days will fly 
by; so whether this is your first or last State 
Convention, make the most of it. Meet new 
friends, reconnect with old ones,  participate 
in contests, have pizza delivered to your hotel 
at 11 p.m. But when you aren’t doing all of 
that, feel free to peek through the FF! It is so 
rewarding to finish another issue, and I hope 
it is rewarding for you to get caught up on the 
latest  MassJCL news, learn how to make the 
most of States this year, and find out which 
Roman god or goddess is your counterpart. 
Make lots of memories this weekend. I hope 
you have the time of your life.
See you all soon,

Najla Nassar
cover: 
boston common 
hotel lobby

cred: kayak.com

_________

	   state chairs MS. TAMARA BAUER, MS. JANET FILLION, 
         MS. CATHERINE FOLEY, MS. VIET LUONG, MS. NANCY SINACOLA

All the best,
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welcome to massjcl states!
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PRAETORIA

+PERSPECTIVE PHOTO: 
MASSJCL’S FIRST 

ANNUAL PRAETORIA ALUMNI

MassJCL’s first Praetoria was fabulous. The event  
took place late February at Worcester’s College of 
the Holy Cross. Samantha  Stephens, the Presi-
dent of our Arlington chapter, and I, the Historian, 
attended. Being from Arlington, a 
relatively small chapter, we greatly 
appreciated the limit of two dele-
gates per chapter; we enjoyed hav-
ing equal share in the discussion. 

This will be Arlington’s second year 
attending State Convention. Sa-
mantha and I are both very active 
members in our chapter and were 
the only States attendees last year. 
We are always seeking ways to 
make our school club more lively. 
Although Arlington’s chapter has 
grown considerably this past year, 
we still have room to improve with 
our participation in the MassJCL. 

After all the delegates had trickled into Holy Cross,  
the state officers running Praetoria, Linda Qin and 
Allyson Ping, handed everyone either a blue, green, 
or red t-shirt,  grouping us under a legion leader, 
Anushree Iyengar, Najla Nassar, or Dan Sherman. 
Each delegate was given a binder containing infor-
mation on all the state contests and several extra 
pages for notes. Once we introduced ourselves to 
our legion, we exchanged contact information. I 
loved how we were able to stay in touch afterwards.  

I felt more included in the MassJCL after actually 
speaking in person with the state officers and the 
higher-ups of the other Massachusetts schools.

While in our legions, we discussed spirit, fundrais-
ing, offices, elections, service and publicity.  For the 
time dedicated to fundraising, many shared what 
their chapters did to fundraise, causing everyone to 
have more ideas by the end. Arlington, and I’m sure 

many other schools, relies heavily 
on fundraising to pay for our bus to 
State Convention. The influx of ideas 
will make a difference in our chapter. 

We were also delighted to learn 
all the many ways members could 
help expand our club’s influence, 
as we also are always looking for 
ways to become more involved 
in the JCL. Last year, our chapter 
hardly participated in any whole 
school contests; however,  we are 
glad to participate in both the Scrap-
book competition and the Mem-
bership contest this year. Talking 
with the state Historian, Emily 

Bonnici, gave me great ideas on how to make Ar-
lington’s scrapbook more engaging. Similarly, 
learning how easy it is to compete in the mem-
bership contest helped encourage us to take part.

Praetoria was a very special event for me. I loved 
getting to know all the state officers and friends from 
many other nearby chapters. I’ll definitely show up 
again next year to continue to build up relations with 
other JCLers. I look forward to seeing everyone 
again here at State Convention!

“We are always 
looking for ways 
to become more 
involved in the  
JCL..”

BY KIRA SOLOVAY, ARLINGTON ‘18
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On Saturday, March 26th, the long-awaited 
Harvard Certamen had finally arrived. I had 
been looking forward to Harvard for a while 
for a few reasons. Competing in Certamen is 
always fun, but I was also extremely excited 
to see friends I had made from 
other states. My preparations for 
Harvard included not only extra 
practices but also extra talking 
to my friends from Florida. The 
hype was real. During the night 
before, my teammates and I had 
one final online practice before 
the tournament. We wanted to 
be ready. My teammates, Clair 
Fu, Ashley Chou, Tran Nguy-
en, and I felt very confident go-
ing into the day. We felt that our 
preparations and studying for 
the tournament would pay off. 

At the end of prelims we were seeded as the 
third seed with 635 points. Seeded fourth was 
the other BLS intermediate team! This meant we 
would be playing each other along with Roxbury 
Latin in semis. As semis progressed the score 
remained very close. Going into question twen-
ty the other BLS team could have won. I heard 
the sound of the buzzer machine, signaling that 
someone had buzzed in. It was Jairam! He said 
his answer and time seemed to stop as I waited 

to hear if it was correct. “That is incorrect.” Our 
moderator said. We did it! We had made finals 
at Harvard. Although I was sorry that Jairam and 
his teammates had not also made finals, I was 
excited to play our long time rival, Basis DC, and 
Stanton College Preparatory School from Flor-
ida, the school that my friend Megan attends. 

Finals started and already I could 
feel the tension as each team re-
mained in a tight race. At each 
score check we seemed farther 
and farther away from Stan-
ton. After the scores were an-
nounced at 15, DC started play-
ing catch-up, and boy were they 
good at it. By the time we got 
to question 20 the scores were 
105 Stanton, 75 us, and 70 DC. 
Would we be able to beat DC? 
The tossup began to be read. 
BUZZ. It was Stanton! “That is 
incorrect...A1? That is incor-
rect...C1? That is incorrect.” All 

three of our teams had not managed to get 
the final tossup, but BLS managed to take 
home second in the Intermediate Level. 

I am very happy with how well my teammates 
and I played. I am pleased with the level of 
competition we faced. I am glad that I was able 
to see friends and enjoy myself. As far as Nov-
ice and Advanced go, BLS took home second 
in Novice and first and third in Advanced.

BY CARINA LAYFIELD, BLS ‘19

+REPORT

“He said his 
answer and 

time seemed to 
stop as I waited 
to hear if it was 

correct.”

HARVARD 
CERTAMEN

PHOTO: 
CERTAMEN PLAYERS 

FROM WALTON HIGH SCHOOL
CRED: MDJ.ORG
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April 29, 2016

Salvete fellow JCLers;

It is with great excitement that I welcome you to our 60th annual State Convention! 
Wow, 60 years. 60 years of competition, 60 years of scholarship, 60 years of friend-
ships. This weekend, let us celebrate the camaraderie created by our shared love for 
the Classics that has kept the spirit of the Massachusetts Junior Classical League alive 
for so long. Now, to make the most of this 60th year, here is a list of things to do this 
weekend involving 60.

	 1. Say hello to 60 different people--- Push yourself past your comfort zone and 	
	 try to make new friends with people from all over Massachusetts!
	 2. Spend 60 minutes at graphics art viewing--- There are incredible pieces of 	
	 artwork created by your fellow MassJCLers on display throughout the week-	
	 end. Take a look at their hard work and become inspired to create some of   	
	 your own.
	 3. Listen to 60 Certamen questions--- Throughout this weekend, schools will    	
	 be competing in preliminary rounds, semifinals and finals of Certamen. Cheer 	
	 on you friends and commend the time and dedication they put into this.
	 4. Wake up at (6:0)0 A.M.--- Swimming starts early this year, so make sure to  	
              set your alarm clock in order to make Olympika!
	 5. Show your JCL spirit in the (60)/4 minutes before GA--- Spirit begins 15 min	
	 utes before the general assembly on Saturday, and will occur during the Toga 	
	 Parade on Sunday. Let your passion for the Classics be unleashed!
	 6. Sleep for over 60 minutes--- As exciting as State Convention is, it is still 
	 important to get your zzz’s in. 

These are just a few suggestions out of the plethora of activities going on this weekend. 
As always, feel free to stop me or any other MassJCL officer and chat with us (about 
anything, really--from tips for creative arts to our favorite cat videos). Whatever you do, 
I hope you make the most out of these three days and make it a weekend to remember.

Toodles,

Linda Qin
Linda Qin
MassJCL President 2015-2016
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HOW TO MAKE 

MASSJCL STATES 

 >> ___________________________>>>  _________________________
 >> ___________________________>>>  __________________________

check it out

SATURDAY: FORUM FRIENDING

Do you want to make new friends at the speed of light? Well, then come to Forum 
Friending, where you will be able to meet tons of of JCLers in a fraction of the time! All 
you have to do is show up to room 1610 at 12:30 and the fun will begin! Forum friend-
ing is in no way affiliated with a similar franchise known as “speed dating.” Copyright 
MassJCL 2016.

FRIDAY: PROJECT RUNWAY TAKES THE CLASSICS

Hello, hello, JCLers, my name is Tiberius Gunn, and I’m here to welcome you to Project 
Runway: JCL edition. Tonight at state convention, you will be tasked with designing 
the most FABULOUS mythological monster-themed outfits (which are, by the way, TO-
TALLY reusable for spirit tomorrow!) It’s easy to join Project Runway: JCL Edition, no 
audition needed! Just come to the PAC as soon as possible after you finish academic 
testing, pick your model, and start designing with the materials provided! At the end 
of the contest, you’ll be able to present your hard work by having your model walk the 
monster runway. Designers, go go go!

Ready for something new? Two new events, 
Project Runway and Forum Friending, have 
been added to the States schedule this year. Be 
sure to check them out! 

__
__

__
__

__

CRED: SHUTTER STOCK
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THE MOST OF

THIS YEAR 

  ___________________________>>>  _________________________.> >
  ___________________________>>>  _________________________.> >
get pumped for spirit

M-A-J-C-L, M-A-J-C-L, WOO! Salvete, MassJCL! As of last 
year, there are two days of spirit here at States, meaning two 
times the craziness. Let me be your guide for surviving these 
two days of screaming, yelling, and prop waving, while still 
abiding by the rules.

SATURDAY: MASSACHUSETTS MONSTER MASH!

Beware of all the horrifying, bone-chilling monsters you 
thought were only myths. Latin is not dead, and neither 
are its monsters. Varying from animal-like creatures like 
the Hydra to human monsters like Medusa, I suggest 
you choose a side: the monster or the monster slayer. 
Look out for snakes, teeth, and claws!

MASSJCL 2NDVP 
VEENA LAGARE

SUNDAY: CLASSICAL BAYS (BAES)!

The Massachusetts Bay Colony was historically one of the “classic” 
thirteen original colonies. As a convention devoted to the Classics, 
appreciating both Massachusetts and Rome, let us not forget the 
classical couples within their times that have defined and greatly influ-
enced drama, love, and lust. There were Marc Antony and Cleopatra, 
Pyramus and Thisbe, and Zeus and Hera, to note just a few. Love 
will be in the air at this convention. Let us celebrate and cherish the 
history of Massachusetts and of Rome together.

__
__

__
__

__
__

CRED: GREEKMYTHOLOGY.COM

CRED: GORGONOEXARTIMENOS
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Ubi Concordia, ibi victoria

Not many people associate the Mount Greylock JCL 
with being winners. In fact, we only ever seem to win at 
one contest: large catapult. Do not mistake Greylock’s 
glorious name, however. We are some of the best 
athletes in Western Massachusetts… just maybe not 
the best MassJCL champions. The general problem 
in the JCL department of Mount Grey-
lock has been the lack of organization 
and forward thinking. Far too often in 
the past, the Greylock board failed to 
meet routinely. As a result, most of the 
plans for school-wide competitions at 
State Convention came to fruition mo-
ments before they actually happened. 

However, our two preceding boards, 
no matter how disorganized they were, 
accomplished a victory not seen to 
many of us in a while. Through a se-
ries of decisive actions, the board ef-
ficiently brought together a crowd of 
unprepared Mount Greylock JCLers 
and turned them into a fighting force. Instead of bare-
ly making the top ten overall, for the past few years 
Mount Greylock has pushed hard to place third. 

How? you ask. Let me explain. For one, we witnessed 
what could happen if we prepared for events such as 
Certamen, even if that preparation was merely pre-
game googling and discussion on who answers what. 
That is, participation points toward the state trophy 
(gotta love those participation points). Traditionally, our 
Spirit is a nightmare (there is no easier way to explain it). 

Our spirit is comparable to Massachusetts’s weather: 
sometimes it’s nice and works out, and sometimes it’s 
chaotic and brings tears to the eyes. Although we did 
not place in the competition last year,  Mount Greylock 
had a moral victory. For us, it was not about the ribbon 
as much as it was about coming together as a chapter. 
We bonded by “wearing” (in our hair, behind our ears, 
in the crevices of our togas) plastic  soup spoons for 

Clam Chowda Classics.  So, the Mount 
Greylock JCL entered States expect-
ing somewhat of a defeat, yet we left 
with a feeling of pride in our stomachs. 

That convention left us the seeds for a 
new beginning to the Mount Greylock 
JCL. Through weekly meetings, Mount 
Greylock has brought about a new 
sense of unity to the once anarchical 
club. Although the victories seem minor 
so far (only third place in the Classic’s 
Day Skit and first in large catapult), what 
they represent means so much more. 
They represent a new dawn of victory 
through unity for Mount Greylock. The 
Mount Greylock JCL has pulled itself 

up from the ashes to emerge as a true contender in 
the field of Junior Classical League competitions. This 
year, we bring a full force of competent candidates, 
prepared athletes and scholars for both the academics 
and athletics, and new entries into competitions Mount 
Greylock has avoided previously, such as the Publici-
ty Binder. Through a newfound sense of unity, Mount 
Greylock rises to take hold of the victories that await 
them; ubi concordia, ibi victoria.

“For us,
 it was not about 
the ribbon as 
much as it was 
about coming 
together as a 
chapter.”

UBI CONCORDIA,
IBI VICTORIA

 2 0 1 6
 motto

where there is unity, there is victory

MOUNT GREYLOCK JCL STATES PREP 
A THE 2016 MOTTO

BY JACOB HANE, MTG ‘18
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Noted in Homer’s Odyssey, Scylla and Cha-
rybdis were sea monsters in the forms of a 
half-maiden,half-snake-necked-dog-headed 
creature, and vast whirlpool, respecively.  Both 
resided on opposite sides of the Strait of Mes-
sina, but were close enough that sailors had to 
pass one or the other and choose 
which monster to brave when 
seeking passage. According to 
Homer, Odysseus made this de-
cision with the logic that he would 
lose much of his crew to Scylla, 
but would lose the entirety of his 
ship to Charybdis. He decided the 
former would at least allow him to 
pass with some ship and crew left 
and chose the lesser of two evils. 

Similar stories involving the nav-
igation of one hazard or another 
led to the creation of idiomatic sayings such as 
“incidit in scyllam cupiens vitare charybdim” (he 
runs on Scylla, wishing to avoid Charybdis) and  

“Between a rock and a hard place.” Such sayings 
have become commonplace in everyday English 
with many native English speakers using them 
without even realizing the mythical background. 

Culturally, the story of Scylla and Charybdis has 
been referenced in everything from eighteenth 
century political cartoons to twenty-first century 
rock songs. Jim Gillray’s Britannia between Scyl-
la and Charybdis (3 June 1793) depicts William 

Pitt at the helm of the ship Constitu-
tion carrying a visibly alarmed Britan-
nia. The ship comes between a rock 
with the liberty cap on top, represent-
ing democracy, and a whirlpool in the 
shape of an inverted crown, serving 
as representation of arbitrary power. 
The cartoon was drawn to illustrate 
the effects of the French Revolution 
on British politics. Even in the last 
few centuries, the myth of Scylla and 
Charybdis continues to be used to 
relate important issues to the public. 
The choice between two evils contin-
ues to be a common theme in peo-

ple’s everyday lives even today.

“The choice 
between two evils 
continues to be a 

common theme 
in people’s 

everyday lives 
even today.”

mythology 
c o s t u m e 
c o u p l e

SCYLLA 
AND 

CHARYBDIS
CRED: CEOFRIDAY.COM

BY RACHEL BISSON, MTG ‘19
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+QUIZ

start here

WHICH ROMAN GOD OR GODDESS ARE YOU?
BY JULIA BLAKELY AND DAVIANA ENGLANDER, WINCHESTER ‘18



horoscopes..........................
{aries

    taurus}
{gemini

cancer}
{leo

virgo}

MARCH 21-
APRIL 19

APRIL 20-
MAY 20

MAY 21-
JUNE 20

JUNE 21-
JULY 22

JULY 23-
AUGUST 22

AUGUST 23-
SEPTEMBER 22

[13]

don’t stay up too 
late during convention. 
try to get at least five 
hours of sleep. if you 
don’t know how, just 
count sheep. it will help.

don’t feel like you need 
to be with your friends 
24/7. you’re not yoked, so 
feel free to explore  on 
your own. avoid getting 
bullied into doing things 
you don’t want to do.

stuck between two events? 
if only there were two of 
you! put priorities on the 
more important event first 
and then perhaps you will 
have time for the second one.

no point in being crabby and 
shellfish at convention. 
hang out with old friends 
or make new ones so you’ll 
feel better. but be care-
ful; if you don’t share with 
them, they may scuttle away.

be brave and try out 
for that’s entertain-
ment. maybe you have 
what it takes to get in, 
but need a small pep talk 
to bring out that talent. 
remember: you’ve got this!

sharing is caring. be as 
generous as hestia at 
states by helping those 
who are in need. per-
haps a special someone 
will return the favor.



{libra

{aquarius
pisces}

capricorn}

scorpio}
{sagittarius

SEPTEMBER 23-
OCTOBER 22

OCTOBER 23-
NOVEMBER 21

NOVEMBER 22-
DECEMBER 21

DECEMBER 22-
JANUARY 19

JANUARY 20-
FEBRUARY 18

FEBRUARY 19-
MARCH 20

[14]

..........................

don’t be afraid to get 
out of your comfort 
zone at states.  try new 
things--you won’t re-
gret it. now is the time to 
reca(libra)te your des-
tination. are you ready?

you don’t  quite know 
what to sink your teeth 
into this weekend. with 
so many options, you feel 
overwhelmed. take a deep 
breath and soon you’ll 
find the perfect catch.  

you aim for the top with 
your bow and arrow, 
your eyes on the prize. 
just remember to take 
a break once in a while. 
you must balance between 
business and leisure.

time to bring out the best 
of your corny jokes here 
at states. you are bound 
to make some life-long 
friends by being really 
punny. who cares if you 
end up looking capricious?

you are being rather ambi-
tious this year, participat-
ing in many competitions. 
remember to keep your-
self hydrated so you can 
give it your best effort!

make some new friends 
at convention. there 
are many fish in the sea, 
and one of them has to 
be a great catch for 
you. swim  along now!
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ARTS AREA

D
E
M
E
T
E
RThis year, BLSJCL created a new 

contest for the club, dubbed “Talent in 
Togas” by the BLSJCL Publicity Crew. 
The contest highlights the artwork of the 
many talented JCLers throughout our 
delegation. Themes such as “Dream-
ing in December” and “February Fires” 
were the inspiration for 18 submissions 
over the year. Featured on the BLSJCL 
instagram, the contest was judged by 
“likes.” One of the winning submissions, 
“Demeter,” can be seen above.
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__

__
__
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__
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__

__
__

__
__
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BY WILL BURNETT, BLS ‘17
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G R AT I A S  M A X I M A S
f r o m  t h e  m a s s j c l

adams specialty printing
for your generous work on this issue

+
merimax web

for donating state and local websites

strolling through 
harvard’s campus

massjcl officers with 
staircase symmetry

intermediates buzz in
@ harvard certamen

playing 
“guess that statue” 
@ praetoria

massjcl moments

cred: blsjcl

cred: beinborn

green legion huddle
 @ praetoria 

cred: harvardsmhl.org

cred: blsjcl

dancing the night away @ 
the fancy fantasy ball

cred: blsjcl

shimmering 
chandelier 
in hotel 
ballroom

praetoria powerpoint words of wisdom


