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Salvete, MassJCL! 
How is everyone? I hope all is going 
well with the new school year. My name 
is Allyson Ping, and I am the 2015-
2016 MassJCL 1st VP. Welcome to 
Classics Day 2015! The theme of 
this year’s Classics Day is “A Day 
in the Life: the Classical World.” 
This theme focuses on ancient 
culture, arts, religion, and customs, 
ranging from the Roman Empire to 
early Islamic tradition to the Han Dynasty in 
China. It is my hope that you feel like a true 
Classical citizen today as you attend work-
shops and participate in the skit contest. As 
you enjoy Classics Day, don’t forget to take 
tons of pictures and tweet MassJCL on twit-
ter [@weareMAJCL] or tag us on instagram 
[@massjcl]! Also, do not forget that Boston 
University  was kind enough to let us use their 
space today, so make sure to treat everything 
respectfully and clean up after yourselves. I 
hope you enjoy this year’s Classics Day and 
are influenced by the passion, knowledge, and 
dedication of some of our presenters today! 
E Corde,

Allyson P ing

Najla Nassarw e l c o m e  t o  c l a s s i c s  d a y !

Hello, Massachusetts!
You’re in the George Sherman Union building at Boston University, surrounded 
by friends, smiling and excited to spend a day devoted to the Classics. That, at 
least, is the first scenario that comes to my mind. Wherever you are, I hope the 
school year is going well for you and you are ready for the rest of this fun-filled 
year in the JCL. To recap on some of this year’s events, here’s the second issue 
of the Forum Factorum. In addition to reading about Kickoff, Certamen, and an 
unconventional state JCL, you will “meet” your MassJCL officers. I, today, forev-
er, and always, am looking foward to meeting some of you!
One last note: if you want to write an article or editorial, or want to have some of 
your creative work featured in the Forum Factorum, do not hesitate to ask me 
today. I am amazed by your work and look foward to receiving it! 

                                                                 Ex animo,
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+OVERVIEW

Kickoff

-adly templeton, mtg ‘16

we would like to thank 
whitney’s farm in cheshire 
for generously donating 
pumpkins  for  kickoff

________
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On October 17, JCL members from 
across the state attended the annual Kick
off event at Mount Greylock Regional High 
School. In the morning, everyone gathered 
for the first general assembly to watch the 
officer skit, “Outside-in,” and a dramatic 
narration of classical myths by Mount 
Greylock’s very own history teacher, An-
drew Gibson. Throughout the day there 
were Certamen scrimmages, worm and 
hula hoop contests, officer workshops, trips 
to the Williams College Museum of Art, 
and, a new rendition, pumpkin painting. In 
the afternoon, everyone gathered again on 
the lawn to witness the catapult contest. 

Mount Greylock began its catapult prepara-
tions one week earlier. Every year, we take 
our catapult out of storage and reassemble 
it, making slight adjustments as needed. 
Our team spent countless hours on the cat-
apult, striving for that first place certificate. 

On the day of the contest, we pulled the 
pin, and the catapult sent the beanball ly-
ing about the field. Everyone held his or her 
breath as the distance was measured. As 
the scores were added up, we were elated-
to learn our catapult had taken first place.



Ah, Certamen. The thrill of the 
hyperbuzz; the anxiety of the 
translation bonus question; the 
smug glory of winning by five 
points. A true Certamener stud-
ies their Classics harder than 
they study for their classes. 

Well, I am not a true Certame-
ner. But that doesn’t mean 
I can’t have fun playing it. 

This year I went to North-
eastern Certamen for the 
first time, because why not? I 
wasn’t originally intending on 
playing, but my friend Clair 
Fu convinced me to join her, 
and then we convinced our 
friend Ryan Browne to join us. 
One eighth grader, one ninth 
grader, and one senior with 
three weeks of Greek and no 
knowledge of Latin other than 
the word “goose”? Terrific. 

Our first game was against 
the charmingly named Haec 
Nuces, who, yes, were carry-

ing around a jar of peanuts. I 
successfully managed to an-
swer one question, the one 
that was inexplicably about the 
Hulk. Next we played a team 
from Boston Latin School. The 
very charming Hanna Seariac 
was scorekeeper and the even 
more charming Daniel Sher-
man, who insisted on reading 
many of the questions in a 
British (?) accent, was moder-
ator. I’m not sure if it’s normal 
Certamen practice to allow 
the moderator to give points 
at their discretion, but he did, 
so I got five points for cack-
ling. It’s really my only skill. 

If you’re wondering “why would 
she be cackling at all?”, it’s be-
cause there were multiple Dra-
matic Interpretation questions. 
That particular one was about 
Harry Potter. Later, another 
team we were playing got a set 
of bonuses about Narcissus. 
Vasilije Dobrosavljevic very 
dramatically ripped off his jack-
et and shirt and unbuckled his 
belt while beating his chest to 

demonstrate the despair Nar-
cissus felt upon learning that 
he could not kiss his reflection. 
Then: the final round. Three 
teams. Haec Nuces still had 
their jar of peanuts. We vot-
ed for moderator; Daniel 
Sherman won by an over-
whelming margin. Each 
team was well matched; 
there was no obvious leader. 

And then: another set of dra-
matic interpretation bonuses-
Titanic. Haec Nuces was up. 
They did a very good rendi-
tion of three scenes; the one 
where they’re holding onto 
each other on the bow, the 
one where Rose asks Jack to 
paint her like one of his Gallic 
girls, and the tragic final scene 
where he falls into the sea. 

Even though my team came 
in last place, it was still a good 
time, and everyone who didn’t 
go this year should definitely 
go next year. 
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northeastern elite
 by greta gaffin, bls ’16

cred
: bu

rn
ett

certamen:
___

pic: latin words on the black board at northeastern elite tournament
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This year marked the start of my ca-
reer as an Advanced Certamen player. 
The first tournament of this school year, 
and my first tournament in the Advanced 
division, was the Yale Certamen Invita-
tional, which took place on November 7th.

Arriving at Yale was a nerve-racking ex-
perience, even though I competed there 
in many previous years. Yale Certamen is 
considered to be one of the most difficult 
and competitive tournaments, and there 
were many extremely renowned teams in 
attendance. Even teams from far away, 
like Texas and Florida, were present at the 
tournament. Nevertheless, my teammates, 
Hanna Seariac, Anton Zverev, and Shreya 
Murthy, were all confident in our ability to play 
our best against such intimidating teams.

After the first three rounds, my team had 
only managed to score 145 points. This 

put us in tenth place after the preliminary 
rounds, which, unfortunately, meant that 
we did not make the semifinals. Although 
we had hoped to perform better, it was okay 
because we knew that we fought our best 
against some extremely competitive teams. 
We opted to watch a semifinal round, which 
turned out to be an incredibly close match 
between Boston Latin School and Texas.

In the end, for Novice, Oak Hall from Flori-
da took the win, with Basis DC and Boston 
Latin School coming in second and third, 
respectively. In the Intermediate division, 
St. Stephens from Florida won, Boston Lat-
in School came in second, and Northside 
College Prep from Illinois came in third. Fi-
nally, for Advanced, BLS came out on top, 
with a one-man team from Texas in second 
and Oak Hall in third. The competition this 
year was very fierce, and I look forward to 
coming back next year.

yale

certamen:
cred

: m
o
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 by anushree iyengar, amsa ‘18

___
pic: advanced certamen team
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questions:
1. favorite part of office

2. most memorable moment from first state convention

3. favorite latin derivative

4. anywhere in the world at a 
different time perod--where+when

5.superstition

meet your officers
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1. meeting all of you jclers and getting into deep discus-
sions about the classics.

2. taking part in certamen and all the practice--and 
nervousness--that came with it.
3. floccinaucinihilipilification.

4. the aztec empire at the height of its glory.
5. it’s not really a superstition, but i don’t like to walk 

on cracks in the sidewalk.

1. well, i don’t have an office; but if i did have one, it 
would be my mini fridge--

because i would definitely have one.
2. spirit parade and screaming my lungs out. 

all worth it!
3. vena.

4. everywhere, late 1840s; when camera first came 
out.

5. crossing my fingers for luck.

1. i like writing checks because it makes me feel like an 
adult who has her life together.

2. novice certamen finals: while my team didn’t win (we 
got 2nd, bls got 1st), i was still really proud of my 

performance

3. nice. 
4. london,1963 (when doctor who started).

5. none, really. i don’t believe in 
superstitions.

1. publicity and event planning! and getting to work with all 
the local vps. oh wait...that’s all of it.

2. not my first, but i was late to a certamen finals round 
once upon a time...

3. nice.
4. rome because it’s home no matter the time period.

5. i have a lot regarding luck...like if you wear something 
white in your hair for a long time

 you’ll have bad luck.

1.  f i n d i n g i n s p i r a t i o n a l l a t i n q u o t e s.
2.  w a t c h i n g a l y c a e n a p h l a e a s b u t t e r f l y 

f o r 19 m i n u t e s s t r a i g h t.
3.  c r u c i f e r o u s.

4.  s u r t s e y 30 y e a r s a g o-- i t ’s  a  v o l c a n i c 
i s l a n d o f f t h e c o a s t o f i c e l a n d.

5.  e a t i n g h e a l t h y f o o d c a n m a k e y o u 
h e a l t h y.

1. being involved on the national level: relaying informa-
tion about the cadidiates and going over amendments.

2. definitely the pizza party that my classmates and i had 
in the hotel hallway.

3. dupe.
4. italy during the renaissance.

5.  i’m not really sure this can count as a superstition 
completely, but i guess bringing brownies to jcl events.

linda 
qin

allyson 
ping

veena 
lagare

daniel
 sherman

anusha
 kulkarni

dalena 
nguyen
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for more officer 
interviews and 
information, visit
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Salvete, MassJCLers!

I am Dalena Nguyen, your 
Parliamentarian for this year, 
and I want to talk about the 
importance of running for 
office. I know that many of 
you are asking “Why should 
I run for office?” Well, there 
are some benefits to running 
for an office at MassJCL.

The first one that’s pretty obvi-
ous is that you have a chance 
to become an officer. It may 
seem scary to run against 
the bigger schools for an 
office, but everyone has the 
potential. If you start thinking 
about running for office now, 
then you can start planning 
your campaign and the way 
you would present yourself 
to others. The second one is 
how your school receives ex-

tra points if you give running 
for office a shot. For each 
person that runs for an office, 
your school earns one point, 
with 3 being the maximum.

If you want to see the officers 
in action to make up your 
mind, then feel free to attend 
one of our board meetings 
and talk to us. After all, who 
is there that can give you tips 
and advice about an office 
you’re interested in? Besides 
talking to us, I’m actually 
planning to upload a surprise 
in the near future where you 
can hear about the experi-
ences of last year’s officers 
and get some tips on run-
ning an effective campaign.

Hope you’re more motivated 
to run for office. If you want 
to talk with me, just email 

me; I don’t mind responding 
to any curious questions. I 
can’t wait to see your forms 
for running for office. If you 
already decided at this point 
to run for office with your 
sponsor’s approval, then feel 
free to send me your form.

P.S. The deadline for send-
ing amendments to me is 
coming soon. If you have 
an amendment, please 
send it by January 29th.t

Ab Imo Pectore,

MassJCL 2015-2016
Parliamentarian 

Dalena Nguyen
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1. getting to capture memories.
2. the officer skit of the 7 types of people you meet at 

convention.
3. juxtapose.

4. new york around the 50s.
5. the scottish play is cursed and should never be 

mentioned in the theatre.

1. coding the website, obviously!! i love the feeling of 
creating something out of nothing.

2. playing poker under the staircase at holiday inn late 
at night, except we gambled skittles instead of money.

3. companion.
4. florence during the renaissance.

5. i knock on wood to prevent my luck from going bad.

1. what is there not to love?
2. exploring barnastable with my best friend: experi-

encing everything for the first time.
3. ameliorate.

4. paris during the 20s.
5. i open all the closed doors in the house because 

i’ve watched too many crime shows.

_______________ m a s s j c l . o r g

emily 
bonnici

anushree
iyengar

najla
nassar



In most states, being a member of JCL 
is two experiences. There’s the experi-
ence of being a member of your school’s 
chapter, and then there’s being a mem-
ber of your state JCL. There’s a board of 
officers for each school, and then there’s a 
board of officers that presides over the state.
 
In Connecticut, things are a little bit differ-
ent. Our state is technically home to many 
JCL chapters, but only one is ever truly 
active. The Classical Magnet JCL is the only 
chapter in our small state that elects
officers, attends events, or puts on events. 
This is due in no small part to the teacher 
who runs our chapter, Mr. James Pezzulo. 
Mr. Pezzulo is always pushing the officers 
to expand what our chapter does. He’s also 
constantly reaching out to the other CTJCL 

chapters, even if they don’t reply. It’s thanks 
to him that the Classical Magnet/CT JCL has 
been exponentially growing over the years, 
and being a part of it has truly made my 
high school experience that much better. 

In the past two years alone, I’ve been to 
four JCL events, including National Con-
vention. I’ve gone from a member who was 
just involved in setting up for bake sales to 
the CTJCL Publications Editor. I’ve known 
three presidents, and each one of them 
has encouraged me to do more and give 
back to the organization that’s offered me 
so much over the years. As my time in high 
school comes to an end, I’ve been look-
ing back on everything I’ve done and the 
choices I’ve made. And if I could do it all 
over again, there’s no question in my mind 
that I would commit to JCL all over again.

-jack dineen, cm ‘16
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+PERSPECTIVE

The Story Behind The Connecticut JCL
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horoscopes..........................
{aries

    taurus}
{gemini

cancer}
{leo

virgo}

MARCH 21-
APRIL 19

APRIL 20-
MAY20

MAY 21-
JUNE 20

JUNE 21-
JULY 22

JULY 23-
AUGUST 22

AUGUST 23-
SEPTEMBER 22
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No need to act 

sheepish about whatev-
er embarrassing thing hap-

pened. Your friends may be 
laughing, but it’s not at you. 

Don’t take offense and 
try to laugh along to 

feel better.

N o t h i n g 
seems to go your way, 

and things seem to get in 
your way. You need to take 

back  control  by taking the 
bull by the horns. 

S e e m s 
like something in 

your life is making you sad. 
Try to be positive and in good 
company of your friends to 

feel better and pinch those 
bad feelings away.

Y o u 
may feel guilty 

and responsible for 
a recent event in your 

life, but it’s totally not your 
fault. Like Simba, you 

have to move on and 
Hakuna Mutata.

D o n ’ t 
let people 

treat you like a maid-
en in distress. You are 
strong and indepen-
dent. Show your

 inner strength.

F e e l i n g 
a bit lonely in your 

life? Don’t worry, you’ll 
find that special person 
since your lives are 

i n t e r - t w i n - e d .



{libra

{aquarius
pisces}

capricorn}

scorpio}
{sagittarius

SEPTEMBER 23-
OCTOBER 22

OCTOBER 23-
NOVEMBER 21

NOVEMBER 22-
DECEMBER 21

DECEMBER 22-
JANUARY 19

JANUARY 20-
FEBRUARY 18

FEBRUARY 19-
MARCH 20
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H m m . . . 
You feel like 

something fishy is going 
on in your life. Your instincts 
are your best friend. Trust 

yourself and prepare for 
what may happen.

Uh oh, 
People are cry-

ing a river. Be a kind wa-
ter bearer: gather those tears 
of sadness and throw them 

into the sky as rainbows of 
happiness for them.

P e o p l e 
criticizing you for act-

ing like a kid? Forget about 
what they said. Your child-
like curiosity and enthusi-
asm is the highlight of 

many people’s day.

Your 
e x p e r i e n c e 

and wisdom are 
needed. Be like the 
great Chiron and guide 

those in need to 
their target.

. 
S o m e t h i n g 

seems to be bugging 
you. Time to talk to your 

loyal friend. The quicker 
you can clear your mind 

the better you’ll feel.

. 
D e c i s i o n s , 

decisions. Your dis-
tress is so off the scale 

that it interferes with 
life! You need to weigh 

what’s important and 
let go of what’s not.

..........................
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ARTS AREA

aaron kleiner, m
tg

roman forum

Winter

Farewell little Persephone
Leaving the flowers and earth
For Lord Hades’s arms
Away from your mother of birth.

Gentle rain becomes bitter snow
As your poor mother weeps.
Green becomes brown and white
As grief in her heart seeps.

But not all is dead in the world
For beneath the little ferns,
Is the seed of hope, mourning Demeter,
Where your springful daughter returns.

                  -dalena nguyen, bla ‘16
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via appia jclers

poetry

in italy
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G R AT I A S  M A X I M A S
f r o m  t h e  m a s s j c l

adams specialty printing
for your generous work on this issue

+
merimax web

for donating state and local websites

a walk 
through 

yale

linda’s 
challenge 
of the day

hoola hoopin’ ubi concordia,
ibi victoria

ready for certamen? 
oh yeah. 

diligent picture drawing 
@ the kickoff editor and 
historian workshop

black  figure
pumpkins

massjcl moments

cred: burnett

cred: burnett

cred: cohen

cred: burnett

waiting for the moderator 
to get to the verb 


