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Sharing Latin Words
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By Vanessa Zamy
Boston Latin Academy

As most of you may know, texting has become increasingly popular in recent years. But there is another
form of texting making its way through popularity. Classical fans have found a way to combine modern
technology with ancient culture and keep Latin alive. It’s called Latin texting. Not only does texting in Latin help
connect ADE with BCE but also it helps JCLers improve their Latin language skills. Think about that feeling of
accomplishment that consumes you when your school wins or when you get a 100 on the Latin test. If you play
Certamen or if you are enrolled in a Latin class, it is a perfect way for you to review indirect statements and
those wonderful subjunctive clauses. So next time you pick up the phone to text your Certamen buddy or your
fellow JCLer, remember to share Latin words and show off your Latin knowledge.

. certamen WA with Zachary Hall

By Zach Hall
Abby Kelley Foster
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For those who need their daily fix of certamen moments.

On Wednesday, November 18, Roxbury Latin held their 2" Annual Certamen Tournament. Over 7 different schools
arrived at Roxbury Latin bringing a crowd of what seemed to be over 100 people. After a wonderful introduction by the
Roxbury Latin Classics Club advisor, Mr. Lignon, and their club president, Michael Hughes, certamenists were quickly
dispatched to their rooms and buzzers, ready to answer that a ‘tabernarius’ was a shop vendor or to recite the first line of the
Aeneid by heart. Attendees enjoyed three rounds of certamen, snacks and small sandwiches when their rounds were complete,
and the highest scoring teams received awards at the closing ceremony.

If your school has not yet attended the Roxbury Latin Tournament and you are either serious about certamen or wish
to compete for the simple thrill of Latin trivia (or are looking for certamen events to attend to get extra credit from your
teacher), [ heavily encourage everyone to mark their calendars for Roxbury Latin’s next tournament. They set a wonderful
atmosphere at their tournament, their entire club is very friendly and so very helpful, and run a very prompt schedule; it is a
truly wonderful certamen experience for everyone from the novice to even the most experienced player.

Sincerely, a certamen amateur and lover,

Zach Hall
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-Letter from the Editor-

Now that Classics Day
has come, we as
JCL-ers have several
extremely important
events to look forward
to: Snowball, numerous
= certamen scrimmages,
and State Convention. This new JCL
year brings a few changes with it,
including the relocation of State
Convention from Barnstable to Abby
Kelley, as well as the addition of some
new schools (or “fresh blood”) to our
state chapter.
So, while you're struggling through
a sleep-inducing passage of Vergil,
Cicero, or “Cattus Petasatus”, just
remember that there is always
another JCL event to look forward to,
and always another friend to make in
the vast Mass JCL populace. As we say
in my Latin class, “Latin is a team
sport.”

-Emily Gallagher

A letter from the President

Dear Mass]CL,

For better or worse, the year soon will be drawing to an end. We

can now say that we are about half-way through the Mass]CL year;

having attended Voice Your School Day, the Kick-off Catapult

Contest, and now Classics Day, we already have 3 great memories

to reminisce about over the holiday break (or occasionally in Latin

class), but we still have many more to make.

As 2009 wanes to a set, [ can surely say that Mass]JCL continues to
wax and update its agenda. We have had a plethora of new schools join our
organization through the executive board’s efforts in our recruitment drive, and we
are nearing 1,000 members! Notably though, the SnowBall semi-formal has been put
into first gear, and I've been promised that this year’s will even top last’s!
Furthermore, State Convention is being totally revamped. Again, [ wish that
everyone will note that the date and location have changed to the weekend of May
7th - 9th at Abby Kelley Foster in Worcester. Both the semi-formal and state
convention have been put under scrutinous review to insure that any mix-up and
other mishaps that have incurred in the past will not happen again. Also, we have
been adding new features to each to improve their programs.

Last, but certainly not least, [ would like to impress one more thing—
community service. As firmly rooted into academic tradition as Mass]CL is, I feel as if
it is time to expand what we have to offer to both our members and our
communities, a matter which can only effectively be completed on the local level.
Community service helps our communities not only grow, but come together, and
that same effect occurs within any group that participates in it. Together, we can
celebrate the spirit of the Classics together, but also with a little bit of creativity and
effort, we can channel that spirit into a way to also improve our communities.
sincerely hope that everyone takes this message to heart and, at the very least, joins
Mass]CL in our community serivce program as detailed by our Second Vice
President, Lucy Sinacola, in the Community Service Mailing. If it seems that you did
not receive that mailing, please contact Lucy Sinacola, myself, or any other officer to
assist you.

Again, as the New Year draws closer, I hope that all of you have fond
memories already to remember this year in Mass]CL and are looking forward still to
many more to come.

E corde,
Zach Hall
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State Convention

is being held at  Abby Kelley Foster
this year!

-Main events will be held in. AKFJs

- Sporting events are scheduled to be held in a variety of places, including the

schoolJs new astroturf field.

- The nearby Hilton Garden Inn in downtown Worcester will accommodate
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A Tribute to Ms. Lola Greene

Ms. Greene, a much loved Latin teacher at Mt. Greylock Regional High School,
away ®veral months ago. Here,farmer studentshares her memories of Ms. Greel

By Sarah Noyes
Mt. Greylock O T ¢

Learning Latin and Roman History at Mount Greylock Regional High School was a pleasure. But learning Latin from Mrs.
Greene was both a privilege and an honor. Matrona Greene was the epitome of the dream teacher, the one all parents hope for,
so that their sons and daughters would be educated both in and out of the classroom. Parents knew that Mrs. Greene would
ensure that her students received top notch care. Students knew that they were lucky if her name graced their class schedule.
Of all the beloved teachers at Mount Greylock, Mrs. Greene was one of the most highly regarded, so much in fact, that in middle
school chorus, we even had a vocal warm-up to “Lola Greene.”

Mrs. Greene infused her students with a love for Greek and Roman history long before it recently became sexy, with movies
such as 300, now a cult classic. She had high expectations of her students. [ remember that she had this extra credit program
where she rewarded you with more points if you turned in cool derivatives associated with the week’s vocabulary words. 1
spent hours every week thumbing through the dictionary, trying to find awesome English words that came from Latin roots.
Thanks to her, my vocabulary expanded immensely. In fact, my knowledge and love of flashy words has caused me “trouble”
in the Army, resulting in the additional duty of writing speeches for my boss.

Matrona Greene always devoted extra time to her students. Her class was not one where all the students fled as soon as the
bell rang. Students would frequently dawdle and hang around long after class was over. Unfortunately, this resulted in
waiting in line if you wanted to seek her advice, which many of us always did.

Wherever I go, places evoke memories of Mrs. Greene and my Latin student days. During my recent deployment in Iraq, my
fellow battle buddies and I would all pack into a containerized housing unit and watch the HBO series Rome to pass time.
When sandstorms knocked out our electricity, we prayed that the computer battery would last long enough to see the ongoing
dispute amongst the Triumvirate to see who would claim Rome, even though I already knew the outcome, thanks to Mrs.
Greene.

Matrona Greene, thank you for sharing your time, patience and love of learning. Not only has your teaching made me a
better person, it also has made me a better, more educated officer for the United States Army. You are dearly missed. Ave
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Catapult Kickoff Event

By Emily Gallagher
Abby Kelley Foster

Mt. Greylock Regional High School once again hosted the Catapult Kickoff event,
lending an exciting start to the 2009-2010 JCL year. The event opened with dramatic
readings performed by Mt. Greylock’s own English teacher Mr. Drew, who read several
of Aesop’s fables as well as various tales from Roman history.

The day progressed with marshmallow catapult contests held in the gymnasium. As
usual, countless holes were left in the athletic fields by weights, heavy darts, and
pumpkins which were fired from the catapultae, ballistae, and trebuchets competing
outdoors.

A hula hoop contest was added to the schedule this year and was held in the cafeteria.
This event was unexpectedly successful, garnering enough interest for two rounds of
competition to be held. Certamen contests were occurring concurrently with these
events throughout the day, and were (so I have heard) both lively and very well-
attended.

The day drew to a close with a final assembly and a skit presented by the State Board
(featuring a very convincing Kanye West imitation).

So, yet again, Mt. Greylock hosted a wonderful and successful Catapult Kickoff,
heralding the beginning of what will hopefully be another fun-filled year for Mass JCL.



School Updates

Mt. Greylock Regional High School

At Mt. Greylock we have accomplished more of
everything than BLA. The Mt. Greylock JCL hosted the
Kickoff Event in October, and our catapults performed
very well. Our Certamen teams have been practicing
weekly, and our Novice team especially has made
great progress since the beginning of the year. We
have been sending press releases out to our school
and local papers, and our publicity report is growing
by the week. Our website is now up and running. We
are planning an induction ceremony, at which we will
induct our 43 members into the MGJCL, the Mass]CL
and the NJCL.

Advanced Math and Science Academy

The AMSA Latin Club has been very busy this fall, beginning with
painting pumpkins based on Greek vase paintings. They went to
the Catapult Kick-Off with over 20 members in attendance. The
club collected school supplies for the Set for Success Program as a
community service project. The club officers went to Brandeis
University to see a model of the Roman Forum. Currently, they are
writing Latin dialogues that will be recorded and placed at the
model site so visitors can listen to the dialogues as they view the
Forum model! They are also sending about 30 members to
Classics Day and writing the skit to perform there.

Boston Latin Academy

Boston Latin Academy has started off the year
with a boom! With 123 members and rising, BLA
has placed higher than it ever has in its winnings
at the MASS JCL’s kickoff event, the catapult
contest. BLA has continued fundraising with
Sally Foster and selling cookie dough for club
funding along with placing at the middle school
level in MFA’s annual Classical Rhetoric
competition. Our website and newsletter, the
Forum BLArum has been set up along with the
initiation of certamen teams and practices.

Abby Kelley Foster

This year’s officers have already started implementing their fresh
and exciting ideas. We started the year with a lasagna dinner,
featuring “Are You Smarter than an Abby Kelley Middle School-
er” using our certamen machine and questions submitted by
middle school teachers. This fundraiser was both lucrative and
fun! Next came the JCL Catapult Contest Kickoff event at Mount
Greylock High School. Both our catapult and our ballista won
third place, a personal best for the school. The month of
December is going to be a busy one for the classics club, with two
elementary fundraisers planned. Between the movie night and
the saturnalia party (we're going to make chocolate mice!), there
will always be something to do. And fundraising is especially
important this year, as AKF will be hosting state convention for
the first time.

send an update teditor@massjcl.com

If your chapter would like to be featured in the next Forum Factorum, plg

Thank You

We would like to thank those who have donated their time and
resources to the Mass]JCL. Thank you very much for your support
and generosity!

mioUSA

Mr. Hannigan at
Merrimax Web
Mechanics for the
donation of the state
and many local
websites.

Schell Printing in
Jamaica Plain for
their generous work
with JCL and with this

newsletter.
thanks you.

Fenton, Pinsonnault, &
Quinn, PC for their work
with us in filing the taxes.
Ms. Keeley especially

Upcoming Events

BLA Certamen Scrimmage
January 27"
Snowball Semi-formal
Date and place TBA
BU Certamen Tournament
March 13™
Lunenburg Certamen Tournament
March 27™
Harvard University Certamen Tournament
Date TBA
State Convention
May 8"-10™ AKF High School, Worcester




